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A Christmas Message

- BY FR. JOHN GIEL, PASTOR

| think that this is the second or third year that the parish
has not sent out Christmas cards. One of the reasons, starting
several years ago, was the cost of postage and the economy. We
did not feel that it was wise stewardship to spend parish money
(especially during this economic situation) on the cost of purchasing
and/or printing a card and mailing it to so many of the people we
| see (or should see) weekly. This of course, does not take from our desire to take the time
t o wish you and your family a Blessed Christmas S
Newsl ettero is that we stildl have the ability to s

So many times our society likes to rush this season of Christmas. The Carols start
on the radio immediately after Thanksgiving and the shopping, | think it started this year
in July, so that by the time Christmas Day arrives people are tired of it all. It is no

wonder that we see Christmas trees at the street curb on December 26. As you probably
know, the Church does not celebrate Christmas until it finally arrives on December 25.

The period before is the time of preparation fAto
or the end of time, as well as in the Eucharist and in the Holy Word. This preparation and
waiting is important, because it reminds us that our whole life is a period of waiting and
preparation for this and that we must not get di scgc

The Church celebrates Christmas, as other main feasts for 8 days (thus the Octave
of Christmas), the twelve days of Christmas emphasize the time of celebration of the Birth
of the Christ child (December 25) and the time of celebration of the arrival of the Magi,
\d The Epiphany (January 6). Many cultures exchange gifts on the Epiphany as to emulate
the worship of the three Kings, while American culture gives gifts on Christmas day
(| following the tradition of giving gifts on a Birthday, as a present to the Child Jesus. The
\ season of Christmas, itself lasts until the Baptism of the Lord (this year, Sunday, January
9, 2011) marking the season as a time of infancy and boyhood, leading into the beginning
of Jesusd ministry.
Christmas is a season of newness and hope for what God brings to us. It is a time
for you and your family to open yourselves to the
Donét |l et this time be wasted or rushed, but cheri
{

y -

May God Bless you and your family during this Holy Season and throughout the

\' coming year, with good health and the Hope and Joy provided us through the presence of
the AWord I ncarnateo, fiGod with uso. Jesus Chri s
) us Godds | ove.
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Rosary on the Square i Leesburg City Hall
October 16, 2010

Praying the Rosary
for America...

As human efforts fail to solve America’s
key problems, we turn to God, through
His Holy Mother, asking His urgent help. e

Ouladyof aima pp, o American TFP — America Needs Fatima - WWW.TFP.ORG

Members of our parish led by
Deacon Mike McGinnity to
pray the Rosary.

Life Chain i October 31, 2010
Pictures by Vi Phaler
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BLESSED

From the Desk of...
Linda Clark, Parish Business Administrator

| want to take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a very blessed
Christmas Season and a happy and healthy New Year filled with many BLESSINGS.

Speaking of such, we are so blessed at St . Pau
dedicated to Christ and His Church, who serve us faithfully. Our pastor, Fr. John, has

led our community for 18 years with vision, and enthusiasm. Fr. Gianni continues to

share himself with three other parishes and we are most grateful for what he does for

us here.

It was a year ago that we welcomed our new parochial vicar, Fr. Valdemar Maciag.

Who could this new priest be? We knew he was from Poland, but what was he going to

be 1ike? We have |l earned a great deal this peé
opportunity to personally fAget to knowo Father \
have missed out. He brings us a deep spirituality and wisdom.

We have dedicated parishioners as wel/|l . Wit hout
done. You have stepped up and volunteered for
woul dndét exist without your participation. Thar

His Church. Additionally, we have devoted staff who work very diligently.

This is the time of year when we reflect back on all that has happened these past 12
months. We may reflect on where we have grown personally; as a child of God; as a
family; as a neighbor or friend; as a faith community; as a nation; or even globally.
We are truly blessed to be living in America, where we have freedom and choice. We
are blessed to have brave men and women who continue to fight for our freedom and
uphold the Constitution of our great country!

Father V was living in Sweden, and Fr. Gianni was living in Italy before coming to the
United States. They came to serve Christ, to help with our shortage of priests. When

was the last time we thanked them? Thanked them for leaving their loved ones , their
country and customs to come to our faith community and serve. We are blessed that
each of our priests answered Godo6s call to sherg

have each other, because we genuinely care for each other.

Yes, we are trul bl es:« . leley; J Hleleuiy
lleleyjq 4 g[[gleuia Q’leleuia —
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We would like to thank all the volunteers who gave up their Thanksgiving day to
help cook, serve, wait on tables, or deliver meals to the homebound. We
appreciate all those who baked pies, cooked turkeys and dressing, or helped set
up the social hall. Without all of you we could not succeed in feeding
the over 500 so efficiently on Thanksgiving Day.

Thank You,

Gene and Terry Bouley

Thanksgiving Day Coordinators



