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A Letter from St. Paulõs             

Welcome Home 
- BY FR. JOHN GIEL, PASTOR  

 As the weather starts to cool off (to the point that you are not sweating every 

moment you walk outside, even in the evening!) those of us who stay in Florida most of 

the year, start to think of Winteré. ñVisitors.ò  Yes, If I heard it once, I heard it a 

thousand times in the past few weeks; ñThe Snow Birds are back!ò  Some people are 

more concerned that there is less room in the parking lot and on the streets or even in 

the pew; others are more concerned that the wait to get a table at a restaurant will 

take longer; but my concern is always that I have a lot more people to minister to and 

ñhow am I going to do this?ò   In the previous years, with Spring and Summer the 

activity of St. Paulôs seemed to slow down, but within the past ten years, Summer has 

been just as hectic at St. Paul in the Winter time.  

 St. Paulôs has become a very active parish and we are involved in é..well, everything!  Last year when 

I introduced myself to the new Bishop, Bishop John Noonan, and showed him our work in television, his 

comment to me and a few of the staff was that ñIf you had been in a Big mega parish you would never have 

had the time to initiate this television ministry.ò  I almost fell off my seat and proceeded to show and tell him 

of the almost 70 different ministries where over 800 volunteers are involved in within this parish.  I am sure 

maybe when we initiated CCTN over 17 years ago, our parish was a little less involved, but as I 

to took the Bishop around in one of our maintenance carts to see our extensive campus and 

ministries, I realized (and hopefully he did too) that St. Paul is no ñcountry bumpkinò little 

parish. 

 This year there are a lot of exciting changes that will be happening in our Church; 

namely the major changes that will be most noticeable at Mass with the implementation of the 

Third Edition on the New Missal, within the coming weeks.  In December we will begin the 

viewing of ñCatholicismò (a nationally recognized set of Films on the Church, created by Word 

on Fire Productions and Fr. Robert Barron), starting with the lesson on ñThe Mystery of the 

Liturgyò which will help us understand some of the liturgical changes.  This will be viewed in 

the Church, on Monday, December 5th, at 6:30 pm, and I encourage you to attend!  With the 

Holidays upon us, there are numerous happenings within this community that you might 

participate in; including music concerts, open houses at the Thrift and Gift Stores (to help in 

you Christmas Shopping), Reconciliation Services throughout the area parishes (I know some 

do not like to visit their own pastor for confession and thatôs alright, just as long as you go!), 

and spiritual programs to help us understand our faith better. 

 I am very happy that you are here.  Weather you are here for a few months or the 

major part of the year or even throughout the whole year, your choice to celebrate your faith 

with the Catholic Community of St. Paul is a statement to me that you want to grow in your 

faith.  Participation in the life of the Church is a call for a continued conversion of faith and a 

reminder to us all that we need each other to learn of our failures, to find support for 

achievements in faith and to face the challenges that might shake that faith.  We are here, at 

this time and place together in order to make Christ happen for each other, through the power 

of Godôs spirit and our unifying belief.  Let us never forget that when we gather in His name, 

God is with us.  I am excited for this time of year, although that may mean more work and 

people, it is also a blessed opportunity to see God at work among His people and at a time of 

year when we face the ñgift of sharingò and ñChrist among usò.  Welcome!  Bring a friend.  

And, oh yea! Iôm planning on another Christmas gift for you this year at the Christmas 

Masses, so come to Church and know that your home is here! 
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Did you know that you can read past bulletins and E -Newsletters on our parish website?  

Also please be sure to visit our parish and school websites:    

www.ccstpaul.com                www.saintpaulschool.com                  www.cctn.org          

 
I would like to open my fall message by saying 
ñGod is so Good!ò  This month we celebrate 
Thanksgiving Day, a time to count our blessings 
and be grateful of our gifts.  Gifts that have been so 
freely given to us by God; even Jesus is a 
magnificent gift to us!  

 

I have noticed that in these hard economic times people seem to be more worried about 
ñnot having enoughò.    What is enough?  There is a significant difference in what we NEED and what we 
WANT.  I am very proud of our faith community in that we have had to cut back all of our budgets by over 
20%, since our offertory has been down.  We have been challenged to do more with less! We have had more 
requests for assistance from the poor, and we have been there to answer those needs.  Just a few weeks ago, 
we had a special collection for Catholic Charities and to date of this printing, you have donated over 
$10,000.00 to this charity!  Thank you for answering the call.  Did you know that we (The Catholic 
Community of St. Paul, your parish) gives Catholic Charities $1200.00 every month to help the poor?  Or 
did you know that we collaborate with them in assisting the poor with additional assistance and food?  We 
purchase thousands of dollars of food for our pantry each year!  This, in addition, to what you as 
parishioners give us in donations to the pantry on Sundays.  We feed thousands of people each year that are 
needy and hungry, and you should be proud that your faith community is answering the need.   
 

I would like to take this opportunity to communicate a few items that I have been asked over the last few 
monthsé. 
 

When are we going to start our church construction?  As many of you may be aware, we were told by the 
diocese we could ñborrowò the balance on the church construction and begin right after our school addition 
was complete.  However, due to the financial crises that hit not only our country, but also hit the global 
markets, the diocese had to restructure their policies.  They could not secure the bonds we needed to make 
this happen.  Therefore, we are saving for our addition through pledges and second collection monies.  We 
are blessed to have a well maintained building to worship our Lord in and a new school building to teach the 
leaders of tomorrow!   
 

What is the update on Our Catholic Appeal?  At this printing, we are only $5,616.00 short of our 
$184,003.00 assessment from the diocese!   How blessed we are to be in the Orlando Diocese led by Bishop 
Noonan, who is truly a gift to all of us.   

 

I personally do not know of another parish that has almost 900 volunteers who 
serve in over 70 ministries each week.  I want you to know that Fr. John brags 
about you often to other parishes and pastors.  Yes, we are blessed at St. Paulôs in 
numerous ways by numerous people using their God given gifts to build His 
Kingdom.   We have dedicated priests and lay leaders who are committed to serving 
(to be a servant leader, one must serve before they can leadéa Christ-Centered 
principle).  
 

November and December are full of Holy Days to celebrate the gift of our faith and 
the birth of our Savior.  Let us use not only our Holy Days, but each day to give 
ñthanksò for what we have and what we have built at our faith community! 

From the Desk of...  
Linda Clark,  

     Parish Business Administrator  

 

http://www.ccstpaul.com/
http://www.saintpaulschool.com/
http://www.cctn.org/
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NORTHERN DEANERY  

Advent Reconciliation Schedule  

 

Church        Date     Time  

Lake County  

St. Mary of the Lakes, Eustis    12/05/11     7:00 PM  

 

St. Paul, Leesburg      12/13/11     9:30 AM  

                7:00 PM  
 

Blessed Sacrament, Clermont    12/14/11     7:00 PM  
 

St. Faustinaôs, Clermont    12/15/11       7:00 PM  
 

St. Patrickôs, Mount Dora   12/15/11       7:00 PM  
 

St. Timothy, Lady Lake     12/21/11      4:00 PM  
 

Sumter County  

St. Vincent de Paul, Wildwood   12/06/11     3:00 PM   
 

Marion County  

Our Lady of the Springs     11/29/11     7:00 PM  
 

Queen of Peace, Ocala     11/29 ï 12/23/11  
 

St. Mark the Evangelist, Summerfield  12/06/11       6:30 PM      
 

St. Theresa, Belleview     12/12/11   10:30 PM  
 

St. John the Baptist, Dunnellon   12/13/11      7:00 PM  
 

St. Jude, Marion Oaks     12/14/11       7:00 PM  
 

Blessed Trinity, Ocala     12/19/11       7:00 PM  



 

 

    Religious Education & Adult Faith Formation  

                                                     By Sister Ruth Platte SLW, Director 
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First Reconciliation :  - Please pray for all 

our young people who received First 
Reconciliation on Saturday November 12th.  

Children and Parents have been attending 
preparation sessions for the past two 
months. They were engaged in a retreat 
evening prior to the reception of the 
Sacrament which  concluded with a visit to 
Church. 

 

RCIA:   

Rite of Welcome and 
Acceptance for Candidates 

and Catechumens in the 

RCIA Process.  

 

After a period of Inquiry, when an 
unbaptized  person decides to join the 
Catholic Church, he or she formally begins 
the Catechumentate, a period of intense 
formation in our faith.  At  Mass on 
November 13th, those who wished to join 
the Church went through a Rite of 
Acceptance into the Order of the 
Catechumenate. Candidates (those already 
baptized) joined the catechumens but went  

through a Rite of Welcome. Catechumens 
proclaim a readiness to accept the Gospel 
and candidates profess an intent to be 
received into full communion with the 
Catholic Church.  In the ceremony, 
catechumens and candidates are signed 
with  the cross on their foreheads, ears, 
eyes, lips , breast, shoulders, hand, and feet 
as a sign of readiness to witness to Christ 
with their whole life. A Bible or cross is 
usually given as a sign that this person is 
ready to follow Christ. 

 

G.I.F.T.   

(Growing in Faith Together)  

Advent Wreath Making:   

 

All members of the parish 
were invited to this event.  
The Program started with a 
light lunch and attendees 
brought a snack or dessert to 
share.   

 

     Faith Formation News  
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Mark your calendar for the  

 CATHOLICISM EVENT coming to our parish  

on  

December 5
th

!  

Donôt Miss Ité..World renown author of Catholicism,  

Fr. Robert Barron, will present (via video)  

The Mystery of the Liturgy and Eucharist  

CATHOLICISM, the breakthrough documentary series presenting the true story of 

Christianity and the Catholic faith, has been aired this past month on public broadcast 

TV networks.  We will have our own viewing of the Eucharist series.                                

Monday December 5, 2011 

Presentation on Liturgy at 6:30-7:30 p.m. ---Church 

Tea & Treasures---Refreshments in the HFR  

 
Fr. John Giel -------Will speak about Changes in the 

Liturgy in light of Fr. Barronôs input---7:45-8:30p.m.  



 

 

St. Paulõs  Catholic School  
               Mary Staley, Principal , M.Ed .  
                               352 -787 -4657  

Support  

Your  

School  

Dear Catholic Community of Saint Paulõs, 

  

I am so very pleased to be able to join this community as your new principal, planning a great school year, as  St. Paulõs 

celebrates its (50) fiftieth year.  Many activities are being planned around it. Look for the schedule of events. 
 

 I am also new to the St. Paul community. I moved here in June, with my son Paul, from Kansas City, KS. My son is 

a sophomore at Trinity Catholic High School in Ocala.  I bring a richness of years and experience from both private and 

public schools.  This is my nineteen year as a Catholic School Principal.  I have a Master of Science in School 

Administration and Building Leadership with an Area of Concentration in Catholic School Administration from Benedictine     

College in Atchison, Kansas. I hold a Masterõs Degree in Theology and Divinity through the Institute of Religious Studies.  

Undergraduate work produced a Bachelorõs Degree in Elementary and Special Education with minors in Music and 

Psychology. 
 

 It is my goal to combine my range of experience in Catholic schools with my ability to be a compassionate, 

enthusiastic, and intelligent leader to make a positive contribution to Saint Paulõs. I intend to lead the faculty in 

developing a superb academic  program, that produces independent learners and responsible citizens. We must 

continue to educate our students within the guidelines of the educational ministries of the Catholic Church. These goes 

hand in hand with Godõs love and desire to see us grow in faith, enrich our academic program and provide service to the 

community. 
 

 Over the summer we have done many, many things.  We have the Meseroll family providing fresh, and delicious 

hot lunches this year, with menus approved by a registered nutritionist.   We completed the installation of  interactive 

white boards in the classrooms.  We also implemented a VPK program to our school and currently have a waiting list for 

those wanting into this new innovative preschool program.  We have also prepared for our school accreditation visit in 

November. 
 

 Come join me for Dialog and Donuts with the Principal.   We meet the second Tuesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. 

in the conference room.   We discuss, then brainstorm ideas and thoughts towards making St. Paulõs a school everyone 

wants to be a part of. 
 

 The School Board has voted to continue the PIP program of volunteering in our school, which will be 

enhanced.  All families must volunteer and provide service to the school for ten (10) hours each year and increasing to 

twenty (20) hours for those families receiving financial aid of some sort.  This will help us with the many daily activities 

we have at St. Paulõs . 
 

  Our teachers are all qualified and certified in their field with 1/3 of them holding masters degrees.  All homeroom 

teachers who teach religion are Catholic and are certified to teach religion.  I have never worked with a more enthusiastic 

team, filled with the love of their students and of teaching.. 

  

 I want to thank all of you that help support to St. Paulõs Catholic School, either through our Adopt-A-Student 

Program, the Golf Tournament or any other venue you might embrace.  I applaud you because you want our students to 

have a Catholic-based Education.  Forming students with a Catholic world view cannot simply be a part of the curriculum -

it is the heart of the curriculum. Faith cannot only be taught in religion class; rather, our Catholic identity is the framework 

for all our curriculum development.  I thank you for this and always keep you in my prayers. 

Sincerely In and With Christ, 

      Mary A. Staley, M. Ed.  
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    October  

       Month of the Holy Rosary  

 

On October 5, 2011, the children 

from St. Paulõs School assembled in 

a circle with each bead of the      

rosary represented by a child, as 

they prayed the rosary.  

 


